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facts and figures explain why achieving medical completion of training is so hard in the United Kingdom: The large NHS
employers are under considerable pressure from their international competitors to accelerate their medical training programmes
to meet the demands of a globalized healthcare industry. There is pressure on UK employers to train more doctors as they are
now mandated to keep medical jobs for 6 years on average. Moreover, annual NHS spending is increasingly squeezed and is
inevitably redirected to other priorities, whether research, education, or the social determinants of health, such as housing,
employment and income. In turn, NHS funding cuts are likely to impact on the educational experiences offered to medical

students. All this is a major disincentive for trainees to work and progress in their chosen career. The long-standing (and now
unwritten) agreement between UK medical schools and their postgraduate training bodies was that all postgraduate training
would take place in the UK. UK academic standards were the benchmark for quality assurance and assurance of the patient

safety in the UK. More recently, other countries have set their own entry and training standards and are therefore rapidly
catching up with UK levels of medical training. The postgraduate bodies (the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United

Kingdom, the Academy of Medical Sciences, and the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh) have agreed that UK standards
should be upheld for postgraduate training. They have set clear, achievable training standards and have developed robust quality

assurance and accreditation systems, through which assessment and evaluation is carried out 82157476af
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